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LETTERS
jrom ikcFlELB

Accounts of Events in tbc History of the 98th Ohio

By THE LATE J M BRANUM

Editorial Xote Just one ycarngo
tve published that portion of Lieut
liramims letters i elating to the battle ot
Lookout Valley and the letoration of the
communications of the ainiy beleaguered
in Chattanooga The publication of the
letters in serial form now liihigs us to the
point heic that poition was taken out
aud we rejuoduee the more material pans
in order to preserve the continuity of the
series

2ear Lookout Mountain Oct 2G 1SC3
On Wednesday the word was out that

Hooker was up and that our men had
made the connection The rebels opened
lire from a new battery fiom the top of
Lookout Mountain It was a wonder to
all how they ever got the-- guns up there
Wc watched them from our position
throwing shells at what c supposed were
Hookers men

It was a beautiful Indian Summer day
and in company with others I went to a
high point back of our camp It was a
grand sight as I looked from there the
Tennessee Itiver for eight miles the town
of Chattanooga the valley extending to
Kossville and tlife whole of Mission Kidge
with the white tents of the rebel army on
it bounded the left on the right was
Lookout Mountain aud the valley towaids
Bridgeport

THE BATTLD WAS OX

Affairs in camp passed quietly and we
talked by our canipfiies in the evening as
though nothing unusual was going on al-

though
¬

the occasional boom of a cannon
told usthc rebels were up and doing At
VI oclock at night we weie aioused by a
tremendous burst of artillery It continued
with increased violence and wc were
awaie that a fierce battle was going on

Many got up but nothing ould be seen
It was four miles distant and we could
oiily suppose what was going on I tried
to sleep but you may imagine how one can
sleep with the thundering of cannon in
your ears ind I lay thinking of the poor
boys who were falling befoie the lire It
lasted about two hours and as it closed 1
fell asleep but only for an hour w hen we
recched orders to fall in immediately

Hnvcrsaeks were taken and without
eating we started out from camp just as
day was breaking Our brigade command ¬

ed by Col J G Mitchell 113th Ohio
moved down to the point toward Look-
out

¬

turned down the hill to the right
crossed the river on the pontoon bridge
continuing down the valley toward the
base of Lookout

When over the river we met wagons and
ambulances coming for supplies for the
wounded Heie for the first time we saw
the boys from the Army of the Potomac
genuine Yankees They belonged to the
Eleventh Corps and wore a crescent on
their hats to distinguish them from the
ISvelfth Corps who woie a star

Soon we met the slightly wounded some
limping some with arms bandaged far-
ther

¬

on wc saw some 50 wounded lying in
a field near a house The musicians of the
regiments were coming in to attend to
them We next came tovhere part of the
fight had occurred A large hill was in
possession of our troops which they cap-
tured

¬

from the enemy the rebels had at-

tempted
¬

to throw up fortifications on it
but our troops after three successive
charges had taken it and driven them in
disorder

We now came to an open space clear of
timber and in easy range of the rebel bat-
teries

¬

on Lookout Mountain which loomed
up above us apparently about a mile
away but really about two As we start-
ed

¬

to cross this space the rebel battery
opened out on us with six guns playing
away as fast as they could Wc double
quicked it about half a mile and shells
kept humming and screaming overhead
and bursting with a dreadful report One
could not tell what moment he might be
hit and all felt it a critical period

TIMELY IXrOnJIATIOX

Wc soon came to where we now are and
where a great part of the fighting was
done As we arrived the first objects I
saw were two dead rebels with their intes ¬

tines out both having been killed by one
cannon shof This portion of the fight was
between the rebs and six regiments uuder
Gen Geary Twelfth Corps They ar
rired from Bridgepoit last evening at sun-
down

¬

and stopped for the night At mid ¬

night the rebels made an attack on
them which resulted in considerable loss
on both sides The rebel force were six
regiments of South Carolina troops the
Hampton Legion Longstreets Corps
They tried to capture our wagon train
and had our troops almost surrounded but
the obstinate fighting was too much for
them and they were repulsed and driven
away handsomely The attack would have
been a surprise but an old woman liing
near said in the hearing ot our men you
will soon catch it The information was
given Gen Geary He had the old woman
brought in and made to tell all she knew
Learning the state of affairs preparation
was made for an attack and our men were
scarcely in line before the enemy came
rushing in

The scene around usthis morning is a
sad sight Our regiment took the lines
held by the Eastern troops last night and
are now throwing up defenses A few of
the 137th N Y S M arc engaged in dig
ging graves near by them lay 14 of their
dead comrades with blankets for their
winding sheets Other dead arc lying
around and in our rear under the trees is
a hospital containing over 100 wounded
On the hill nearby stands Knapps famous
battery wen may it tie called famous
Out of 48 horses all are lying dead but 10
The battery lost 16 men killed The rebels
charged it several times but were unable
to take it They captured CO prisoners
from the 5th S C their old enemies who
fought them at Gettysburg

A MILITARY CONrAB

ncarlng loud cheering down the road I
went down and found Gen Hooker there
He and Gen Howard had come up to sec
the result of the battle last night Gen
Geary whose troops had done the fighting
rode up they shook hands and drew off to
communicate I would easily have known
Hooker from the picture he rides a white
horse has a smooth shaven face with
small gray side whiskers and dresses neat-
ly

¬

lie is my idea of a General exactly
and reminds me of what I suppose Gen
Taylor looked like Howard commands
the Twelfth Corps and Is a good olllcer
Gen Geary is a rough-and-read- y hard-
working

¬

soldier be is around among us
this morning giving directions of how and
what to do He losthis sou a Lieutenant
in Knapps battery last night When
told he was killed Is he he said and
believing it to be too true he only mur-
mured

¬

Poor fellow he was a noble boy
To day he is busy in the interests of his
command with the shells bursting around
him

I took a walk out in front of our lines to
Eee the effect of the battle on the rebels I
counted 30 dead in one part of the field
all frightfully cut up with grapeshot from
our battery Although the ambulances had
iust been around and taken up all the
wounded I found one under a little pine
tree I thought he was dead but on touch ¬

ing him he opened bis eyes and said he
was shot through the side was in no

pain but wanted water I picked up a
canteen from the field and brought some
water for which he was very grateful nc
was an officer from the 2d S C from
Charleston and had been in the war from
the beginning but as the case was I
would have given him aid if ho had boon
the one who fired the first shot on Sumter
I found two others and promised to have
them attended to

Near the road where our breastworks
began stood a log house The people lived
In it up to last night when the battle bc--

i

Wl 3V2ifriiai WgMSittSfci taEttt
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Contemporaneous

gan when they lit out They were
rebels and the woman living theie was the
one from whom Gen Geary got the in-

formation
¬

of the rebel advance last night
When the order to build breastworks va
given nothing seemed more convenient for
mat dial than the house and it was soon
covered with men tearing and lipping
away at it

When the roof was off they came to
large supplies in the loftl First came

about two wagon loads of corn which was
grabbed up by the men with as much
eagerness as children grab for pennies It
was a Godsend for us and soon abundant
supplies were in skillets parching The
men next got into a bedroom aud were

THE SIGTIT OF GHASTLY FACES
making things fly One fellow was cry-
ing

¬

out Heres your fine dresses as he
flung out a bandbox full of clothing and
in this manner was scattered everything
belonging to a house among them a half
dozen nice quilts I secured one as I was
without a blanket

Barrels boxes tubs etc were set out in
line and covered with dirt for our intrench-
ed

¬

line and logs boards and stone for a
like purpose In an hour nothing was left
ot a once hajipy home The poor people
will come back and find nothing left for
them Such things ought not to be but
cant be helped in the army -

UNDER A HOT TuT
Evening before dark Our regiment

was relieved from its work by another
and we came back to the lines we first oc-

cupied
¬

The shelling has continued all tho
afternoon in a most dangerous manner ap-

parently
¬

but by Gods will it has been al-

most
¬

harmless Our men have hugged the
trees all the time they being the only pro-

tection
¬

afforded but a shell will go
through a tree when it hits one

Tho shells come from two guns directly
above us on Lookout and come at the rate
of about two per minute lequiring 10 sec-

onds
¬

to make the distance about two
miles The guns fan be seen as wc look
up against the sky but the men arc not
discernible When a puff of smoke is seen
word is given Here she comes and all
lie close to their shelter in 10 seconds the
report comes followed by a screeching
shell which bursts among us any place
from the trectops to the ground Some-
times

¬

they burst before they come half
way and sometimes they dont burst at
all and often they pass a quarter of a mile
beyond us The rebs have got our range
nicely

The nearest one to the Major and my ¬

self burst opposite and within 15 feet ot
our position and pioduced a crash equal
to the loudest clap of thunder I ever heard
As it burst wo were enveloped in smoke
and smelt powder fragments of the mis-
sile

¬

flew around in every direction
The nest remaikable shot struck in

front of where Capt Mitchell and others
were and buried itself in the ground and
bursting it threw up a mass of dirt and
smoke wliich rained down on them An-

other
¬

burst in tho air and sent a piece
which struck the toe of Albert Browns
shoe cutting his foot enough to make it
bleed tearing the sole of the shoe off As
it daikens the tebs ate stopping their
work We all feel grateful for our preser-
vation

¬

liidav Mornimr Last night after a
supper of raw Hitch and crackers as we
dare not light fires to make coffee I made
the details for guard and lay down to
sleep in my new quilt At 12 oclock I had
to get up aud get the nen together fiom
scattered sleoninz nlaces at the roots of
trees etc to take position in the trenches
as Gen Geary gave notice that he expect-
ed

¬

an attack
The moon was shining but the air felt

as though it would rain I went around
through tho woods awakening every one
I hod to pass the dead bodies of seeral
rebels and tbc sight of their ghastly faces
in the moonlight was not an agreeable
one About 1 oclock this morning it be-

gan
¬

to rain
In my wandering last night I noticed a

wagon with the tongue snot away lsc
membcrine this I went to it and got the
cover off so that I am now writing in the
dry while others are shivering in the wet
Providence blesses us in one particular
the damp weather brings the clouds down
obscuring the top or loouout Mountain
and the lebs cant sec to fire at us

AnniVAL of surpuns
Chattanooga Tenn Nov 1 1853 The

past week has been a quiet ono with us
and fine Indian Summer weather has pre
vailed Things nrc improving in a mili-
tary

¬

way and since the arrival of Gen
Grant and the movements of Hookeia
men rations arc coming in rapidly over
the new route opened up Boats bring up
supplies to a ferry landing some 15 miles
down the river and they are then wagon ¬

ed across a great bend in the river and
thence to Chattanooga crossing the Ten ¬

nessee Itiver twice on the trip A land-
ing

¬

Is being made near the bridge and
boats will soon come around to a place just
below our camp The army can get along
without Lookout you sec though if we
had it boats could come clear up to Chat-
tanooga

¬

Before the Inst movement of Gen
nookor the enemy held tho mountain in
the bend where the road comes to Browns
Ferry almost effectually stopping our
trains The rebs throw shells from the

point on Lookout every day which
reach tbc pontoon bridge and also Hookers
camps Sometimes they shell the town
to day a shell fell into one of our hospital
camps passing between two wounded
men

All sick Ore beiug sent away from town
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to day as arc all things that consume ra-

tions
¬

that is negroes horses and mules
The army can get along all right now aud
when Shermans Aicksburg troops come
wc will be able to talk sauej to the rebs
The men have all built Winter quarters
and live in them as contentedly as at
home Clothing is expected up soon but
as yet we hae no blankets My duties
just now are light George Jetson and I
are chums in accommodations with each
other in various ways We learn that
Lieut Maguire died at home from his
wound leccived at Chickamauga that
Capt Uiquhait has had his leg amputated
and is not expected to live

The draft which is to come off in Jan¬

uary gives great satisfaction to the sol ¬

diers and we feel that we are to be backed
in our efforts to put down the rebellion
Those who can leave home at all ought to
volunteer at once choo c their regiments
and by next Spring will be ued to army
life niid get along all light This will be
much better than going into new regi ¬

ments when they will suffer much from
want of examples of how to do Xo regi ¬

ment has suffeied nioiu than the OSth in
this ic pettf bj being put to the worst in
the beginning Ip in Kentucky we tried
to get along in our way carried big
loads of clothing aud tried to play citizen

WAS KOT AX AGREEABLE OXE
half the time Wo would now laugh at
such soldiering as was done by Buells
army at Louisville After 14 months of
campaigning wc arc beginning to learn
thatsoldiering can only be done one way

AiiniVAL or itmxroiicniiEXTs
Nov 22 It is a lovely Sunday morn-

ing
¬

the sky cloudless and tho atmosphere
as clear as crystal and delightfully pleas-
ant

¬

for outdoor enjoyments The men arc
sitting in the warm sunshine cleaning
their guns and otherwise preparing for
their Sunday duties Considerable can-
nonading

¬

is going on along the lines and
the big guns on Lookout peal forth every
few minutes at passing objects in the val-
ley

¬

below Everything else is quiet and it
feels like Sunday

About this time you people in the
States I suppose arc listening to church
bells and the young folks collecting mound
for Sunday school dressed up in their

new clothes The wind probably cuts a
little keen on their clean facc but down
here it is tempered by a balmy breeze

Times arc promising for big events soon
to take place The army here is not des ¬

tined to waste time under the guidance of
Gen Grant and before this reaches you
the gates that bar our entrance into the
Confedeiacy may be swung on their hinges
and the way opened to our advance fur-
ther

¬

South
Since I last wrote affairs have assumed

aspect of active operations aud we
arc noiv under marching orders with two
days rations and 100 rounds of ammuni-
tion

¬

for eachmo with us Gen Sherman
has arrived and ho and Sen Grant liaie
been riding around laying out wmlc for us

On Thursday the first of the Vicks
burg troops came up and there was a
great rush to see our heroic biotheis
Many of us found friends and acquaint ¬

ances among them and many were the
greetings exchanged The boys all look re ¬

markably well although they have been
marching since September

It was a striking spectacle to watch for
hours the passing legiments Here were
troops fiom every State in the West

tough old regiments that can stand any-
thing

¬

they matched with knapsacks and
ecrj thing with them each one a complete
soldier and at home wherever their feet
lest Itegiments brigades divisions and
batteries kept coming in all day The
foice is about 25000

A largo pontoon train has arrived from
llridgeport and has gone on about eight
miles up the liver liud it is said it will be
thiown across the Tennessee in the face
of the rebels on the other side

lesterday two olllcers and 70 men from
our regiment were sent out to guard every
house in the neighborhood and not allow
any of the inmates to leave or in any way
communicate our movements to the enemy
The inhabitants think it a strange proceed ¬

ing and dont like to lie suspected as all
claim to be for the Union but the majority
are lebels and have husbands brothers
and friends in the rebel army and would
send information if they had the chance

On Friday we leccived orders to bo
ready with two dajs rations and 100
rounds of ammunition and while going to
leine our conifoi table quartcis all are
anxious to do more service for the country
We were icady to go next morning Satur-
day

¬

by daj light during the night it rained
heavily At 3 oclock we received orders
not to leave until further notice and wc
weie not sorry to get under shelter again
It lcarcd off again and we expect to light
oui ni any lime

This morning our camp is full of men
from Shermans troops who aic camped
in the rear of us and come up on the hill
to get a view of Chattanooga These aie
uie same men who stormed Viclcjuur s
fortifications they tell us that on the
march from Corinth here they drew coffee
and crackers only once and had to forage
the country for all eatublcs

Eight oclock in the evening Vc have
received orders to move nt da light n the
morning taking knapsacks shelter tents
and with ambulance and hospital wagons
camp equipage to be left in charge of the
Quartermaster We now blonir to the
Second Brigade Gen Beatty Second
Division uen icii u uavis fourteenth
Corps Gen Thomas so if you see ac-
counts

¬

of these paiticular Generals move-
ments

¬

we are among them We will have
some lighting and if 1 get through safely
you will hear from me

To be continued

This Will Interest Many
r W Parkhnrst tho Itoston publisher says

that ir Rny ono wlioisaflilcted with rhcumntlsm
In uny form or neuralgia will send their ad
drees to him at box 1501 lloston Mass ho will
direct them to a perfect cure Ho has nothing
to Eclt or give only tells you how ho was curedHundreds have tested It with success

J J Merrill Belvidere 111 Co B 93th
111 wants to know which regiment was
first to enter Spanish Fort Alabama lie
thinks it was the 8th Iown but a comrade
says it was the 124th 111

I

FIGHTING WEM OVER
O

What the Vetet a Have to Say

About TlieirCampaigns

SHERIDAN ATijptKAMAUGA
it it lil

Information for Comrade Thomas Downs of
Minneapolis

Editor National- - Triiium When 1
read to the Loyal Legion some memoianda
I had made about Gen Sheridans sen ice
nt Chickamauga a companion pic ent
whose home was formerly in Minneapolis
said to me Wait till you hear fiom Tom
Downs Now Tom Downs has been
heaul from In The Natioval Tribune
of Dec 27 he propounds some queries to
mc implying serious dissent Horn my
statements in the issue of Oct 25 as to
Gen Sheridans conduct nc Chickamauga
Mr Downs probably dp not lead mj next
paper publi hed Nov 1 containing the
overwhelming evidence upon which my
statements were based If he did he
either guilefully or innocently suppre ses
the fact If he is not convinced by the
nrray of testimony therein that Gen
Sheridan did his full duty at Chicka ¬

mauga he would not be cominccd though
one rose from the denrl

Mr Downs ajs that Gen Thruston and
Gen Gailield went from Slieiidan to
Thomas oer the same road but Giulield
and Tluuston both say that Garfield went
to Thomas via Kossville just as Sheridan
did Thruston went moio directly but the
mere fact that he made the trip with 10
men through woods and thickets was no
proof that Sheridan could make it rcith his
entire division And Sheridan upon whom
the ieponsibility rested had a perfect
right to decide that question for himself
He was under no obligation to obey
Thrustona otders for Thiuston a
Lieutenant Colonel and a staff olllcer
whose chief McCook had entirely disap ¬

peared fiom the battle was in no position
to give orders to anybody

Col Miller commanding Sheridans
First Division snjs in his official report
quoted by me Nov 1 that he led his brig ¬

ade to Clouds Churclr and theie remain-
ed

¬

unil ordered back to Kossville Clouds
Chinch is less than one mile from
Snodgrass Hill where Thomas had been
heroically fighting all day There were no
12000 or 15000 rebels between Thomas
and Sheridans advance at that time for
Michael V Sheridan made the trip lepoit
cd to Thomas and returned to Gen Sheri ¬

dan with Thomas order to remain there
and cover tho retreat

Gen Sheridans word is good enough to
we for all the facts in this case even if it
were unsupported But it is suppoited at
every point by hundreds of surviving of-

ficers
¬

and soldiers of his division
Gen Thomas says that he went back to

Kossville that night with Garfield and
Granger He does not mention Sheridan
but Sheridan in his memohs explicitly
says that he accompanied Thomas back to
Kossville If Mr Downs can prove by
any competent nulfrority that Thomas
went to Kossville vjaiMcFnrlaiids Gap
and not via tho Lnfajette road I will
have to confess that Shuridan was mis-

taken
¬

But until he doea that I shall ac-
cept

¬

Sheridans testlmonyon a question he
knows something about as against that
even of mv good friend Comrade Downs
who manifestly talks of something he
could personally know nothing about

I can neither sympathize with nor com-
prehend

¬

the animus which inspires people
to tear down well earned leputations of
the heroic leaders of our Union armies If
any man can show that ever in his life Phil
Sheridan deliberately1 marched away from
the sound of cannon in order to avoid a
battle he will negative the most prominent
characteristic of that olllccrs nature
which was to always get into a fight as
soon as he could possibly do so and btay
in it as long as there was a chance to help
tho cause in which he was engaged
Henrv A Castle

DOLANS DOINGS

The Story of a Brave Man Who Seived Cou-
ntry

¬

and Comrades
Editor National TninuVE Where

are tho survivors of our pld command is
the question often asked by comrades who
have not had an opportunity to meet each
ether since patting when their organiza ¬

tion was mustered out It would appear
to be a good means of keeping them in
formed through Tin National Tihiiuni
with its thousands of subscribers

Theie is scarcely a member m the 1st
N Y Mtd Killes who does not lemember
Lieut John Dolau who was First Ser ¬

geant of Troop A When 1 first knew
him at Camp Suffolk Va his dark flow¬

ing beard penetrating hazel eyes com ¬

manding figure and dignified bearing al
wajs commanded respect His general
appearance would indicate that the pulpit
nail lost a minister of the iospel when
Dolan chose the sword in defense of the
Union But outward appearance is often
deceptive and it was thus in his ease
Behind his calm exttrior there was a
spirit of daring not excelled by that of
any man in the command He would not
only take gieat risks for the cause
but also for a sick or weary com-
rade On Dec 13 1803 while lead ¬

ing the advance guard of an expedition
against the enemy rousisting of Kobin
sons Battalion of Confederate Cavalry
stationed at diaries City Court House
he rode boldly up to a Confederate picket
demanding to know why his gun was not
loaded almost at the same time grabbing
the gun ot the unsuspecting onfedernte
and coolly informing him that he was a
prisoner Ihe expedition by capturing
the picket and completely sui prising the
enemy was enabled to captuie the whole
battalion without the loss of a man Credit
is due to a Confederate Sergeant named
Wilson who was a former member of
Kobinsons Battalion He had given us
consnloialilo tumble on the picket lines by
bis desperate daring and deeds against our
lines at Williamsburg but was finnlly
captured and joined our troops doing good
seivice as a guide

Dolan was captuu d at Black Water
Va May 12 and paroled May 23 1S03
The Confederates United him and his lit
tle command with uncommon decencv out
of lespect for his courageous fight against
supenor numbers

Dolans ngaid for his superior officers
and his comrades is illuMrated by the fol-
lowing

¬

The Nnpolpoliie Captain of Co
D received his commission as Major in
August 1852 and fosljow his apprecia ¬

tion of the honor conferred upon him
deemed it proper to haVe a social time
with his fcllow oflicers To carry out his
plans he had procure a In c gallon keg of
the best whisky procurable and placed it
in his tent under guard 6f a faithful con-

traband
¬

The regimental band had ar-
rived

¬

from New York niid was discours
ing patriotic music in front of the Majors
tent The darky servant with others from
neighboring ofllccrs piartcas were enjoy-
ing

¬

the music and became so engrossed
in the sweet strains Hat the keg of spirits
was forgotten

Dolan passed along abOTt that time and
spied the unguardci terir Like a Hash
it occurred to him lipwt nviful it would be
if any olllcer should indulge too freely
and set a bud example for tho rank and
file who were too npt to follow bad rather
than good examples Tho resolution to
save them was suddenly formed he quiet-
ly

¬

stepped up taking the keg as well as
he could under the protecting folds of his
cavalry cape and bearing it away to Co
As quarters The company was out lip
gathered all the canteens available re-

turned
¬

to his tent filled them and deposit ¬

ed them under the floor of his teut in
an excavation secretly prepared fpr the
deposit of liquid and other tieasure The
keg was broken up and hid in the border
of the Dismal Swamp

Dolan and his company were soon after
called out on a scout down into North
Carolina whore important captures were
made not without hard service and fa-
tiguing

¬

march Upon returning Capt
Sanger said

Dolan this has been ft tiresome march
It would roTive mc wonderfully if I could

havo a drink of whisky when we get in
camp Do you think you can find any

It is doubtful but I will try was
Dolan s reply He tried and sucecded in
finding a man who had just received a box
from home and consented to give the Cap
tain the coveted drink so Dolan laid
The Captain was delighted and rofrtshed
and feeling pleased with his good luck
expiesscd a wish that the Major might
aNo participate which request was grant
ed and the Major drank his own whisky
which the offer of a large reward hnd
failed to restore When a comrade was
sick and needed liquid encouragement Do-
lan

¬

supplied him as long as his secreted
tieasine lasted

This will clear up a mystery of who
hooked the Majors whisky and whirc

Dolan got his supply I trust the Major
will forgive the culprit and the stntuto
of limitations will bar criminal prosecu-
tion

¬

At tho close of the wnr when Dolans
service was no longer needed h procured
employment with a railroad whete he
set veil as locomotive engineer for many
jcais with the same loyalty to tha com-
pany

¬

as for his country Ho has now re-
tired

¬

from the throttle and has charge of
the company round house at Chatham N
Y Time has dealt kindly with him At
the age of TO jears he remains well quali ¬

fied for the position he holds Crawford
Griswold Sergeant 1st X Y MtdKliles

FIGHTING A WATERY ENEMY

It Would Have Conquered Veteran Banks
but for Prompt Action by Comrades

Editor National Tribune In theSpring of 18tt after the battle of StoneUner Johnsons Division to which I be¬
longed was camped four or five miles
south ot Murfreesboro Tenn between therailroad and the Shelbyville Pike along
the north bank of the river from which
the gieat battle got its name Our duty
consisted mostly of picketing and forag-
ing

¬

As our picket work was all done on thesouth side of the river we had either togo to the railroad bridge a mile above ourcamp or the pike bridge about the same
dis anco below in order to get to thepicket line making tho distance a great
deal farther for us to get to our part ofthe line

So we of our brigade thought to erecta temporary bridge opposite our camp in
order to shorten our march to the picket
line Timbers were cut and the stringers
or sills were placed in position by the Gth
Ind while the 1st Ohio were on picket

lien we got back to tho river the next
morning we found tho bridge as aboestated with the stringers across During
the night there had been a heavy rain thatraised the river full to overflowing Itbeing a very swift current there the mud-
dy

¬

water filled with small debris wasrushing past dashing against the great
rocks throwing the spray far above itsrough surface

Some of us now thought to save thelong tramp around to the other bridges
by crossing on the stringers of the bridge
and reach camp long before those who
went around Some of the bovs got down
astride the logs and mooned it as wc
called it over but I thought I was a little
bit smarter than they were and I would
show them what I could do in tho way
of walking a log I had walked a log
many times across little runs and spring
blanches about home But I did not stop
to reckon with the danger caused by the
fast flowing waters beneath and started
with more confidence in myself than a
circus rope walker My pride was soon
loweied and I wns very much humbled
for when I had gotten almost to the mid-
dle

¬

of the stream the water was rush-
ing

¬

down stream and I seemed to be
spinning as fast the other way I flopped
over into the surging waters quicker than
you could say Jack Kobinson and start-
ed

¬

not up stream as I was before falling
but in the same direction as the debris

I had on all the paraphernalia of a
picket guard which consisted of gun
cartridge box haversack canteen rubber
and wool blankets I turned in my gun
the first thing as it looked to mo as
though I would not need it whero I was
going I never traveled so fast in the
water before or since Before I was
aware of what happened I was 25 or 30
yards below the bridge tumbling over the
rocks at a great rate Sometimes I was
head up and sometimes my big feet so
the boys said could be seen flying through
space

As it so happened I struck a big rock
right side up and clung to it which
proved to be jbctter than a straw as it
was Hie means by which my life was
saved

My comrades had not had time to do
anything tow aid heluing me until I struck
the rock but as scon as I had planted
mjself firmly on the rock I became very
humble and even went so far as to ask
the boys to help mo to let loose We did
not have a life saving station in running
Older at that time and place aud had to
contrive a method as quickly as possible
in order to relievo me

Tho boys were about as much excited
as I was IIoweer ono of my dear old
comrades named Samuel A Hervoy who
had a hatchet ran to the timber at my
suggestion and cut a long pole and
brought it waded in ns far as he could
holding to the small end had one of the
other boys take the big end up stream and
throw it in and push it out until the cur-
rent

¬

would carry it down toward me It
being too short it did not reach me so it
went by and left me still clinging to the
rock for dear life sure enough

I told the bojs to try it again and I
would jump and catch the pole as it went
by me 1 managed to strip all of my
things so ns to lighten myself for tho
jump niid was ready when the pole came
close to me and I made the leap and
caught the polo so suddenly that it
jerked the poor fellow that was hold ¬

ing it down into the water but he held
to it and I believe saved my life L was
no swimmer and could not have swam
then if I had been for I was bruised con-
siderably

¬

as well as badly chilled and
the fast rushing of the water to a falls
just below could not have been stemmed
The comrade who did so much to save mo
died afterward in Libby Prison out ot
the reach of my help which I would glad-
ly

¬

have given him
I walked to camp around by the rail

road bridge and found out that time that
the farthest way around was the nearest
way home

Our bridge was never finished as we
were moved from this camp known as
Camp Sill bad nearer to Murfreesboro
to Camp Drake where our picket duty
was changed to the noithwcst toward
Nashville about the battle ground There
wc had a beautiful camp Our quaiters
were shaded by being covered with sheds
ot cedar brush We stayed in this camp
until June when we started on the Tulla
lioma campaign or mud march where
we had a little too much water for march-
ing

¬

and not quite enough for boats al-

though
¬

we had pontoon boats great heavy
structures almost loigc enough for a Gov ¬

ernment transport Chas Banks Co U
1st Ohio

LOSSES AT SH1L0H

Some Claims Regarding the 32d 111 Reiter-
ated

¬

by Comrade Palmer
Editoii National Tmnu E I notice

someone criticized my article in your pa ¬

per in which I stated that the 32d 111 to
which I belonged at Shiloh was fifth in
point of losses I believe my statement
wns correct

It must be remembered that the regi- -

ment went into action with about 4G0
men and its loss was liC killed wounded
and mis jing Well we all know who
have been in battle what is meant by
missing Simply it means that they who
were mNsiug were cither moi tally or oth-
erwise

¬

wouuded and not taken off the
field

Then I noticed the Wisconsin regiment
to which the comrade who corrected
me belonged wns a full fledged regiment
When it marched out from the landing it
appeared like a division

Col For in his list ot regimental

PROP JULES LABORDB
DLSCOVEREB OF CXITIIOS

Five 5 days treatment of this wonderful rem¬

edy will bo sent you by Sealed Mail absolutely
freo ot charse With It wo send a booklet full
or dcscilptlon and instruction also cohering tho
otherstandard preparations which we Import

Now what Is Cannes you naturally aslr
and why should I send for It We dont blame

you for hesitating before trying a medicine new
to you unless you aro convinced that it will do
you good

Supposo you are losing your energy your vital
force memory annoyed by arIcocele shmnVen

and are feeling as If you didnt caro what
appened This nil comes from Nervous Debility

and unless It is quickly stopped it will result in
Imbecility or death

ust vitality docs not come on line com in tno

The Von Mold Co 336 B

losses says the 32d III sustained a loss
of 08 killed or died of wounds within a
few days Another thing not mentioned
before There were men wounded in that
battle in my company who were not re-
ported

¬

wounded I will give the name of
one to my personal knowfedge wdio I
know was wounded twice Iirt Sergt
Harding ICcplinger He was shot through
tho leg and from day to day dressed the
wounds in company quarters They
healed He never went to the hospital

I want to impress upon your readers
the thought that at Shiloh the 9th U2d
and 41st 111 were in pretty close quar-
ters

¬

When we were forced to give way
I was within 30 feet of the rebels and
saw their Hag very distinctly notwith-
standing

¬

the dense smoke which hung low
upon the field

Again I want to impress the thought
that what I say is correct and what I
illustrate is indisputable evidence

The 1 1 th and 55th HI of which I have
considerable knowledge suffered terrible
losses in enlisted men but neither regi-
ment

¬

had an olllcer killed This explains
that those regiments were not very closely
engaged

It is an absolute fact that when two
opposing forces in battle arc engaged in
deadly conflict tho officers are a special
mark J II Palmek First Lieutenant
Co H 32d 111 Normal 111

0EN SANDERSS SWORD

Surrendered at Atlanta When the 16th Iowa
Was Overwhelmed by numbers He wow
Seets to Recover It
Pnrrnn VjTinvir TnmrrVT Tt is dis

tasteful to me as probably unwelcome to
yourself the intrusion of a little matter en-

tirely
¬

personal to myself yet in which I
Tinvn anmn llOfirt fflfllmC Til Iftfil When
the 10th Iowa was being organized in this
city s camp t was oucreu oy uot iviriv
wood its Colonelcy but declined that posi- -
trtn tnr thn cnnAml with the hone and de

sire finally effected of securing a Regu
lar Army west loini man 10 iase com-
mand

¬

Before leaving for the held some u oi
our most prominent citizens presented me
with a handsome sword fine revolvers and
holster silk sash spurs etc Now to the
point That sword was with me from that
time until nearly the close of the war July
22 1864 when at the battle of Atlanta if
and the regiment I Jiad commanded so long
wero captured tt went witn ino nome
onnn wlinn T wna tjuffprini from whnt
proved nearly mortal wounds and back
with me to duty as soon l nau sumcienuy
recovercd

Xnw T wnnf in see and of nossiblc
again possess that old sword once cap
tured but never aisgraccu ii sun m
metallic life it must be somewhere in the
old Confederacy The same Southern
chivalry that years ago induced Gen
Govan of Arkansas whose Confederate
division opened tho battles of Atlanta by
its cuargc on xne orocivei yiunu
Timi n ihn oVfremn front of our
lines and the ICth Iowa at its center and
front and the only regiment eveniuany
captured to return in person our rcgi
mAwni tint nt- n Tlrtcmlfi Trntininn should
bo imitated by the return of my sword to
me wnocver lias it in uis po sscssiuu ii
old owner and his address ate inscribed on
an oval plate on the bronze scabbard in
these words as far as can be recollected

Presented to Iieut Col Add II San-
ders

¬

lGth Iowa by His Friends Daven-
port

¬

Iowa
I should like to sec that old sword once

again befoie dying now approaching the
SOs and bequeath it to my oldest boy one
of the Sons of Veterans

The last time I saw my sword was
when surrounded and out ot ammunition
a rebel bayonet charge was made on us
from the rear and we hastily climbed over
our line pits Then in my hand was the
swotd of a rebel officer who had sur-
rendered

¬

it to me not J minutes before
and he was ono of Gen Govans own regi ¬

ment We soon met I gave him back his
sword and then putting my own in his
hands said Ldont siirieuder this sword
to an inferior officer but rend that inscrip-
tion

¬

take it and some day send it to
Da enport if you can whether I am alive
or not He promised to do so if he could
keep it which as after events proved he
could not NGen Govan whom in later
years I put on the search discovered the
officer but a Majorhad taken the sword
from him and wholes the Major Now
whars my sword Yours very truly
Gex Add H Saxders Davenport Iowa

KNOWS WHAT SLIM PICKINGS WERE

Interesting Experience In a Well Foraged
Country A Tealou3 jiircn in uare teei
Editor National TniBUXE In a re-

cent
¬

issue of our old army Bible
a communication from Comrade Isaac

C Dennis of the 14th 111 headed Slim
Pickings for Grub in East Tennessee in
the Winter of 18G3 He was evidently
there and his description of how we were
fixed and how we had to live brings back
so vividly to my mind what we as boys
went through nearly 40 years ago that I
want to second all that Comrade Den-
nis

¬

said Ho was n member of a cavalry
regiment and of course had a much bet-

ter
¬

chance to scout for grub than we
mud plodding infantrymen and ns I want
to ielate he could not have had the ex-

perience
¬

of walking barefooted over the
frozen ground that 11 men of my own
company besides myself had for neaily
100 miles

As for grub I want to tell you a lit-

tle
¬

experience I had up near Madison
ville East Tennessee We stopped for
several days near an old grist mill for-
aged

¬

tho surrounding country all over for
grain with the hope that we could find
enough to recuperate our completely emp-
ty

¬

haversacks and stomachs But as tho
country hadaheady been foraged over
several times by both Burnsides and
Longstreets armies we of course found
pretty slim pickings We got hold of
some musty wheat that all the others had
passed by as worthless and it was ground
at the mill and issued out to us and I
caino in possession of several pounds of
it which I sent by my contraband cook
to a neighboring woman to have it manu¬

factured into biscuits Now if uiade up
lightly and by a woman it would have
been a tieat such as I had not expeiienced
for a long time But alas for human ex-

pectations
¬

in war times The woman had
neither lard nor soda and the only ingre-
dients

¬

were musty flour and river water

DMI WORRY
Its the worst thing you
can do no need of it
either if you will read
this advertisement

a CALTHOS
FOR

99

LOST VITALITY
head or measles but creeps upon the sufferer ni
aw ares and the only symptoms are a general feP
Ing of weakness and lassitudo wbicn you thlnSc
each day will wear off But you wont honestly
get any better until you take something to help
you and we know Calthos Is tho very best
remedy for both young and old

You dont caro who makes it so long as it will
euro you and you must gHo us the credit ot bav ¬

in enough business sense not to go o tie expense
ot advertising and giving five day treatmenU
FREE unless we are sure that It wilt do tou good

Think it over and send us a request for a tre4
trial and see how much better you will feci No
one need know that you are taking anything but
you and your friends will be surprised at your
improvement

kMStaW Cincinnatii 01

The result was astonishing Gutta pcrcha
would have been good diet in comparison
to those biscuits

All our experience from the time of tho
battle of Chickamauga to the return of
Sherman from Ivnoxville in January
04 to Chattanooga was about of tha

same character
T must relate ono more incident whlcK

occurred to me up in East Tennessee
near ICnoxville and I gnessit was about
the time Comrade McEIroy was captured
near there As I before stated there were
11 of my boys barefooted beside myself
I had used up all of my wool blanket In
making moccasins to protect my feet and
was consequently in desperate circum-
stances

¬

One cold morning I discovered
an old contraband leaning up against a
rail fence some hundred yards or so from
the road on which wc were traveling As
he seemed to be pretty well clothed I
went over to interview hirar ne was well
fixed and his shoes although they wero
some five sizes too large for me were just
what I envied and at the muzzle of my
revolver I caused him to shuck out of
them knowing that his wealthy marster
conld replace them to him much easier
than our Uncle Samuel could supply us
at that stated time That was my only
experience in highway robbery but I al-
ways

¬

consoled myself with the idea that
the exigencies of the case were sufficient
excuse for the act W F Hodge First
Lieutenant Co H SGth 111 Jamestown
N Dak

SI and Shorty

Editor Nationat Tribune For tha
past six or seven years I have been an en-
thusiastic

¬

reader of The National Trtb
tjne and enjoy it I had many male rela-
tives

¬

in the Union Army and some ot
them laid down their lives for this grand
Republic I would like some one to give a
short sketch of the 1st Mo Engineers

Si and Shorty give me a hearty laugh
each week and I think the author a
master hand at life portrayal A L
Woodmansee 313 Mason Street San
Francisco Cal

Comrade A P Watson No 2T6 Souttt
7th St Indiana Pa would like to hava
a copy of the words of the Southern son
The Homespun Dress

RHEUMATISM
Xeuralffla Sclatlra JLuiubazo Gont Kid ¬
ney Bladder and Urinary Diiraira can onlr
he cured by pcal constitutional treatment
ASpecIal IO Days Treatment Frea I
CriRONIO RIIEUJIATISM in Ita Tarions forai in
dicate that rocr Kidnera anl Bladder aro dlieaied
and unhealthy If a ftufferer do not hesitate to writ
us a fall history ot your case symptoms age Ac
and we will send you a special full 10 aayi
treatment free prepared especially for your in
dividual case to convince you of its merits It costs
yon nothing to fdve our 23jears experience a cpol
trial Address Tile tit Lukes Medical Isstltute 41U W Stli St Cincinnati Ohio
Dr Nicholas Timary Specialist Phyilcian-in-Chl-
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PENSIONS
Mr Hunter is a Iiustler had 117 cases

allowed in one day He is at the Depart-
ment

¬

each day looking up neglected and
cases ire uses all the testimony oa

file and will look up yours Fee due when
you get your money Write at once

JOSEPH H HUNTER
and Patent Attorney

Washington D C
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LAND WARRANTS -

YTIIIi IIY HIGHEST PltTCE
HE FORE MrIIX WRITE

W L TAYLOR Van Buren Arkansas
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SOLDIERS

One half Former Price
Tho aclcnowledjeJ authority
by all leading soldiers and
statisticians Tbrco styles of
hindins Cloth at 300 half
morocco at O0 leatherette
ntiCa AH from same plates

Co 54 Deia St Altioj N Y

SOLDIERS
ADDITIONAL HOMESTEADS
If soldier or tailor of SO days service In war of

1661 5 entered less tban 1C0 acres belbre June 2S IS7J
In person or by agent wo trill bay additional boms
stead right lleln entitled Addreia with stump

MILO B STEVKNS dr CO- - Allja
817 141b Street Wnlilncton D C

12th New Hampshire Vols
A complete history of the relmftutby Capt A

YV Itaillelt Historian of the 1 th Itejlment As-
sociation

¬

This work Is a ponderous vo ume of 731

P23 with a lan6 number of wartime portraits
i I ere la also added a complete reelmental roster ana
other data comprising almost another hundred pages
The boolc Is well bound and beautifully printed 04
heavy paper and It Is hard to conceive how a regt
mental history could be more complete

We have a few copies of this wark which will M
sent postpaid together with THE NATIONAL
TRIBUNE for one year for 18 Addreas

THE XATIONA1 TBIBVNE
330 reuuaylvaula Ats TVaahlnslou Cs


